Evaluation of the Porta-Warm mattress as a source of heat for neonatal transport.
One risk of transport of newborns to referral centers is hypothermia. Modern transport incubators have limitations in their ability to keep infants euthermic. As tested in the laboratory and during actual transport the Porta-Warm mattress extends the capability of the transport incubator to keep neonates euthermic by (1) reducing the time required to warm the incubator and (2) warming the incubator in cooler environements. The mattress is an effective adjunct to the transport incubator for keeping newborns warm during transport.